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India describing the position of Indians in Natal. It was not a
conscious misrepresentation; nevertheless the intensive condensa-
tion of a 30-page octavo-size pamphlet gave a very inaccurate
account of what I had written. The Europeans of Natal, when
they understood what I had already stated in India, repented of
the wrong they had done me.
Referring to the "Measage from Mr. Gandhi" facetiously  alluded to by
the Times, Mahatmaji observed :
My message to Mrs. Naidu was published in the Times and
other newspapers. I am inclined to believe that Mrs. Naidu has
undoubtedly made a forcible, but in no sense irritating, speech. She
is too shrewd not to understand the gravity of the situation in
South Africa. The special cable to the Times would almost go to
show that, if anything, she is too conciliatory. For instance, she is
said to have admitted that there is some economic menace owing
to the low standard of certain classes of Indians. It can be proved
that their mode of life is no worse than that of the retail traders
of the same standing. I am not giving my own testimony but that
of Europeans. Nor can it be a grievance against Indians that they
sent money to India. It can be proved from statistics that Euro-
peans sent out of South Africa ever so much more than Indians.
I should not be at all surprised if the full statement made by
Mrs. Naidu to the Times correspondent has clauses qualifying the
statements. Anyway, according to the Times view of things,
if she has erred, she has erred on the right side. I have no fear what-
soever of her presence in South Africa doing any harm to India
by her unguarded language.
The interview which was gradually drifting to grave political problems
was at this stage enlivened by the appearance of Mr. Andrews in khadi shirt
and dhoti with a copy of the latest London Punch in his hand. "You are now
immortalized, Mahatmaji, if you are not already so," humorously remarked
Mr. Andrews with a broad smile.
"Here is 'Gharivaria* in Punch about you," said he, handing over the
number of Punch to Mahatmaji.
Gandhiji replied as he briskly noted the contents:
I am  indeed  immortalized,   all the more so foi* the reasons
that the reference to me occurs on the very first page and just after
the picture of Pussy.
And then followed a loud burst of laughter ringing in the gallery, attract-
ing the attention of two patients resting at a small distance.